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Submission to the Select Committee on Local Government Act 2019 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit a response to the Inquiry into Local 
Government.  We request that you consider the main issues raised in this 
submission.   
 
 
About Save Perth Hills 
Save Perth Hills Inc. represents over a thousand residents and ratepayers 
who advocate for safe and sustainable housing development in the Perth 
Hills, in line with the government’s recognition of a need for higher density 
housing to be focussed around existing towns with public transport, and 
social health  infrastructure.   
 
The association also advocates for contemporary issues such as a need for 
plans for housing to consider: climate change; the higher risk of catastrophic 
bushfires; a risk of the extinction of species; and, the need for eco-business 
development and a green, healthy, identity in the unique and precious Perth 
hills environment.    
 
 
Our Submission  
Save Perth Hills asks that the Select Committee considers improvements to 
the system of Local Government and how it functions in Western Australia, 
as follows:  
 
Local Government in WA is arguably the level of government that is closest 
to the people.  The Local Government Act 1995 and related legislation cope, 
construction and application; therefore needs to consider: 
 

(a) Democracy, Local Government is closest to the people Planning 
decisions and policy positions made at a local government level 
should be much harder to overturn than they are at present, and there 
should be much more public accountability as to the reasons for a 
dismissal of planning recommendations made to the State and 
Commonwealth government by Local Government than there are at 
present, to better reflect the Australian democratic ethos.   
 

(b) Donations from developers should be banned  At present 
developers can corrupt decision making through donations (or there 
is a perception that this is the case), particularly as donations from 



developers can be legally made to both of the major political parties in 
WA.   At a Local Government level (and indeed at a State and 
Commonwealth level) donations from developers should be banned.    
 

(c) Defining role of Councillors, the act should articulate clearly what 
the role of local government councillors, with respect to the role in 
representing the will of residents and ratepayers.  At present, it is 
unclear as to whether or not councillors consistently demonstrate that 
this is the case; particularly as they can at time be voted in my such a 
small proportion of constituents.  What ‘representing the will 
constituents’ means need to be defined in the Act.   
 

(d) Best practice community engagement principles need to be 
embedded in legislation Councillors and local government staff do 
not appear, nor do they seem to know how to conduct, contemporary, 
best practice, (i.e. IAP2) community engagement principles.  This is 
very evident when developments of major significance are proposed.  
In the Shire of Mundaring, for example, submissions were called via a 
website over the Christmas and New Year period 2018/9 with respect 
to a proposal made by Satterley to build a large high-density housing 
estate for over 4,000 people in a catastrophic fire risk area in North 
Stoneville.  There  had been no extensive consultations conducted 
prior to that, which has led to an enormous outpouring of community 
outrage.   
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